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1. I am writing to ask for your personal support and  
assistance in expediting the deployment of the Department  
of Homeland Security Border Support Teams to Iraq.  Over  
the past several months, this program, developed by DHS,  
has become one of the most successful and important tools  
available to the Coalition and Iraqi Interim Government  
(IIG) in helping the Iraqis and coalition forces secure the  
borders.  Given the upcoming elections it is critical to  
the success of the overall mission that we get four Border  
Support Teams deployed to Ports of Entry not later than  
January 20.  I am requesting that the Department of  
Homeland Security take whatever steps are necessary to meet  
that date.   
 
2. I am deeply grateful for the contribution of DHS thus  
far and for the work of Doug Melvin, your Country Director.   
Since July, both he and DHS have truly been a valuable  
resource to the Embassy, Coalition forces, and IIG. I am  
grateful for your support and assistance and look forward  
to continued support.  I would appreciate your favorable  
response to this request, and will ask Doug to keep me  
apprised of any progress.  Warmest regards.   
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